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Introduction

We were on a tight schedule: 15,000 miles in forty days. We had just driven
the first 1,600 miles from our starting point in New England—with stops
including the Delaware Water Gap, Virginia's Great Dismal Swamp, coastal
North Carolina, and the Great Smoky Mountains—and were hoping to make
the most of our short time in a new ecoregion, the Inner Plateau of Tennessee,
where Noah grew up. In the morning, we packed up our cameras and headed
outside, bound to fully explore the surrounding wilderness. Five hours later,
Noah's mom poked her head out the front door. “Why are you two still stand-
ing around in the driveway?”

The work of invertebrates is all around us. Pausing to examine the minia-
ture worlds we habitually overlook reveals a remarkable diversity of stun-
ningly complex patterns. Perhaps you have already pondered the intricate
scratch marks in the algae on your picnic table, wondered what creature is
responsible for the papery red discs you find stuck to logs in your wood-
pile, or wanted to know who has been cutting those clean circular holes
out of the leaves in your rosebush. While working on this book, we sought
out sign of invertebrates in the depths of pristine wildernesses from all the
major ecotypes in North America. Yet the phenomena we found most com-
pelling were the ubiquitous ones that probably can be found right around
your house, if not in your house, such as green lacewing eggs, slug tooth
marks, leafcutter bee sign, and pirate spider egg sacs. Indeed, when we set
out on walks to search for invertebrate sign, we usually found it difficult
even to make it to the end of the driveway. There were too many subjects
to photograph on the leaves of every shrub and tree we encountered.
When you encounter one of these mystery signs, it's hard to know where
to begin in identifying it. Although you may stumble by chance on the
answers to some such riddles in the fine print of a conventional field guide,
this book is devoted entirely to them. We have brought a large amount of






